
 

 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

God Almighty says to His people in Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the 
plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for 
evil, to give you a future and a hope.”  The Lord, in His mercy, spoke these 
words to His people in the prophet Jeremiah’s time, and these words still 
apply today.  Though God’s people were wayward sinners then, He 
promised that all who looked to Him in repentance and faith would be 
forgiven and led forth with His hand of blessing upon them.  As we look 
daily to Christ our Savior in faith, He continues to forgive us, renew us, 
lead us, and help us in all that we face today.   

In our great nation we have the freedom to publicly worship our Lord and live out our Christian faith.  
We give thanks to God for all who serve, and have served, in United States Armed Forces to secure our 
freedoms.  Even with the limitations of social distancing and other precautions we currently take, we 
rejoice especially this month (with Independence Day) in the religious liberty we have in our land for it 
means that we can actively live out and share the everlasting freedom we have Christ.   

Now, during this pandemic and with threats to religious liberty ongoing in our nation’s courts, it may 
not always feel like we are perfectly free to follow Christ and stand unashamedly on God’s Word in the 
public square, so to speak.  But yet we remember that our Savior has said, “If the Son sets you free, you will 
be free indeed” (John 8:36).  We are free in the most true sense.  We are free from the guilt of sin, free 
from the sting of death, and ultimately free through Christ from the power of the devil.  Psalm 97:1 tell us, 
“The Lord reigns, let the earth be glad; let the distant shores rejoice.”   

The Lord is in control.  He has a purpose and a plan.  It is our job to be good stewards of all that He has 
given to us, and to strive to faithfully follow Him and do His will as He empowers us by His Word and Spirit.  
Christ is our Leader.  Christ is our Lord.  He is our Savior, Brother, and Friend.  Jesus, our Redeemer, is 
everything to us!  Therefore, with the temporal freedom to do so, and in a safe manner during this 
pandemic, we spend time in God’s Word in worship, we remember and receive His Sacraments, and we 
exercise our faith going to Him in prayer and serving others in love by word and deed.   

On Wednesday, July 1st we ask that all members and friends of St. Paul’s start the second half of 2020 
in prayer.  Prayer suggestions have been provided on the website, by email, and on paper.  Weather 
permitting, those who would like may gather outside the Sanctuary on the front lawn in the morning to 
pray.  Our worship opportunities schedule continues the same as established.  Holy Communion will be 
celebrated during St. Paul’s worship services on July 5th and 7th, on July 19th and 21st, and on July 26th 
and 28th.  Confirmation Sunday for St. Paul’s 2020 Confirmands will be on Sunday, July 26th at the 9:30 
AM Worship Service in the Sanctuary.  The Confirmation Oral Examination will be on Friday, July 24th in 
the evening.   

Psalm 145:9 says, “The Lord is good to all, and his mercy is over all that he has made.”  Truly, God is 
merciful.  He alone is perfectly good.  So give thanks to Him that in this fallen world, and during these 
difficult times, He has blessed us with opportunities to be in His Life giving Word and receive the Sacrament of the Altar.  Praise Him for 
enabling us, His children, to gather together in ways to pray.  Celebrate God’s work in the lives of St. Paul’s Confirmands.  And ask for His 

blessing, that His strong Word go forth as Eternal Light shining in this dark 
world.   

“For freedom Christ has set us free” (Galatians 5:1).  May we always rejoice in 
the freedom that is ours in Christ Jesus our Savior.  God has good plans for St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church, and for each of us in our lives.  As we look to Him in 
faith and receive His wonderful gifts, may He continue to use us each for His 
purposes, to bring honor and glory to Him alone. 

In Christ our Lord, 

 Pastor Aaron Kretzschmar 

St. Paul's Lutheran Church                    1700 Carridale Street SW  Decatur AL 35601 www.StPaulsDec.com256.353.8759 

S . Paul's Epistle 
"St. Paul's Lutheran Church  

glorifies God by connecting people to Jesus  
through teaching, serving, caring, & telling!" 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Worship on Sundays 
8:00am  
    Drive-in Worship  

chance of rain-   
in the back parking lot  

severe weather- 
by Conference Call 
(872) 240-3311 access 

code 608 586 593  
9:30am  
    Traditional Worship  

In-Church with 
 
 

on Facebook & Website 
11:00am 
    WZDK 98.5 FM Radio  
 

Worship on Tuesdays 
12:00pm  
    In-Church for  

at-risk worshipers 
 

Bible Study by Zoom 
Sundays 11:30am  

   
 

A Call to Prayer 
July 1 

 

Holy Communion 
July 5, 7, 19, 21, 26, 28 

 
 

LWML Meeting  
July 6 

 

Confirmand Oral Exam 
July 24 

 

Rite of Confirmation  
July 26 9:30 am 

July 2020   

 



 
From the Elder Chairman 
Dear Fellow Believers, 

Thanks to you, our re-opening efforts have been very successful. Even the 
move to 8:00 am for the Drive-In Worship service has been accepted and 
appreciated. As we get more comfortable with activities, store openings, and 
even traveling starting to return to a “new norm”, it’s easy to get too relaxed 
and a little complacent in our social distancing and mask-wearing. As was 
reported a couple of weeks ago, the number of cases of the coronavirus in 
Morgan county had doubled in a week. As we move forward, the Elders will be 
re-visiting the guidelines we published last month to see if there are any areas 
that need to be changed or updated.  Our focus will be on how to ensure the 
health and safety of our worshippers are protected. There are many opinions 
on what is enough and what is too much to ensure safety. It’s easy to be casual 
and unconcerned about the virus when we aren’t affected. But when we, or a 
loved one, becomes sick from the virus it becomes very real and even deadly.  
So, the Elders ask for your understanding and patience as we move forward in 
a phased approach to fully re-open St. Paul’s.  Even though we have some 
limitations to our worship opportunities and worship settings, we are blessed 
to have a spirit-filled Pastor who is innovative and creative in getting the Word 
of God out to each of us. I encourage you to invite a fellow member or 
neighbor to our Drive-In Worship service or the Sanctuary services on Sunday 
and Tuesdays, the Facebook Live service, and the service on the radio. We 
aren’t full and we aren’t turning anyone away. Let’s reach out to a member or 
neighbor who may be isolated and cannot get out due to the pandemic and let 
them know they are loved and offer a helping hand.  

I ask that you pray for the church staff and your Elder to help us make wise 
and educated decisions as we move forward in the planning to re-open St. 
Paul’s. 

Blessings 

Dave Burrell, Elder 

Drive-in Worship 
Sundays at 8:00am 

Holy Communion will be Celebrated 
 July 5, 7, 19, 21, 26, 28 

 

Communion Sets were distributed the last 
week of June; if you do not have a set 

for your household, please email 
or call the Church Office at 

(256) 353-8759. 

Worship Times  

Traditional  
Worship 

in the Sanctuary 
(& Facebook Live) 

 

Sundays  
at 9:30am 

Worship 
by Radio 

on 98.5 FM 
WZDK 

 

Sundays 
at 11:00am 

Not Ready  
to return to  

In-Church Worship? 

Facebook 
Live 

Traditional  
Worship 

 

Sundays  
at 9:30am 

Traditional  
Worship 

in the Sanctuary 
Tuesdays  
12 Noon 
for  those  

at-risk & elderly  

Ready  
to return to  

In-Church Worship 
with social distancing 

precautions? 

Bible Study Opportunities 
11:30 am  
by Zoom or 
Podcast—
connect to 
God’s Word 
 

 
Join Michael McRae every Sunday until June 21 at 
11:30 am by Zoom on your smartphone, laptop, or 
tablet - any device with a microphone and a camera to 
hear and join in on discussion.  Email Michael at 
michael@mcrae.net to sign up for the class link. 

Confirmation Sunday  
for St. Paul’s 2020 Confirmands 

will be on Sunday, July 26th  
at the 9:30 am Worship Service 

in the Sanctuary.   
 

The Confirmand  
Oral Examination  

will be on Friday, July 24th  
in the evening.   

 
Please keep our 2020  

Jr. Confirmands in your prayers 
 

Jack Blaske 

Celia Gilchrist 

Maggie Nicholson 
 

God’s Blessings on our 
Confirmands! 

A Time of 
Prayer  

Wednesday,  
July 1 

6:30-8:30am 
 

Let’s begin the second half of 2020    
joined together in prayer.   

Meet us at St. Paul’s, outside the 
Sanctuary in front and under the shade of 
the trees, on Wednesday, July 1,           
from 6:30-8:30am, weather permitting.   

Pray for as long or short of a time as you 
like. Please keep a social distance of six 
feet apart from others if joining us in-

person, and bring a lawn chair and a Bible 
to stay for a while to pray. 

If you cannot come to the church, pray 
along with us from wherever you are.  

A Prayer Guide is on the website 
homepage 

May our gracious Lord continue to lead, 
help, forgive, and heal His people, in His 

mercy, as we look to Christ in faith 
throughout 2020.  

LWML Mite Box Collection 
Sunday, July 5 
or anytime to the Church Office 
 

Based on the Biblical account of 
the widow's mite (Luke 21:1–4), 
the Mite Box is intended for reg-
ular contributions of "mites" — offerings above and 
beyond the support given to congregations and the 
LCMS. Mite Box contributions amount to millions of 
dollars that fund district and national mission 
grants and implement the LWML program.  

mailto:ChurchOffice@stpaulsdec.com?subject=Communion%20Set%20needed
mailto:michael@mcrae.net?subject=Galations%20Bible%20Study%20Zoom%20Link
https://5768b3b2-405a-4bd6-a347-a9f2d3643bc2.filesusr.com/ugd/2a302d_5c095f3da9f444368feba8962150a41a.pdf


  
From the Desk of the DCE: 
 

VBS 2020 was a blast!  
Thank you to all the families who 
registered to participate in our first-
ever Virtual VBS - Rainforest 

Explorers. It was a wonderful week of songs, crafts, 
themed snacks, and puppets as we learned how Jesus 
guides us in our lives! 

 

MS Zoom Meet-ups are still going strong on 
Wednesday nights! Each week we have a theme, a 
devotion, and interactive games. The week of the 
NASA/SpaceX launch we studied verses in the Bible 
where God mentions the "heavens," "the expanse," 
the "earth, moon, and stars." Students researched 
verses themselves and shared them with the group. 
Our other themes have been Star Wars, the 1980s, 
their favorite food, favorite book, and the beach! 
Each night our devotions and/or games are 
connected to the theme and it's great to see the 
students fellowship with each other and interact with 
God's Word in this unique way.  

MS and HS Youth Get-togethers  
Our youth mentors and Board of Education are 
discussing possible options for holding in-person 
events and activities with social distancing in mind. 
Parents, if you haven't already done so, please 
complete the surveys we're sending through Remind 
and on our Youth Parent Facebook Group. We want 
to proceed with safety-conscious in-person events 
when you're ready. Let us know.  

 

Sunday School - The Board of Education has 
decided to postpone meeting for Sunday school until 
after the school year begins in the fall. We're 
watching closely how the local schools are 
proceeding with classroom instruction, and when it is 
safe to meet together again in our Sunday school 
classes we'll definitely share that information with 
you as soon as possible! 

 

Remember, I am here for you. If you have 
questions about any of our virtual and distance 
activities for the summer, or just need to talk, please 
don't ever hesitate to email or just call me at  
felicias@stpaulsdec.com or 256-353-8759. 

 

Peace and blessings, 

Felicia Salgado 

2020 Virtual VBS 
Total REGISTERED children: 15 
Non-member children: 4 (including MOPS, 
invited neighbors, Grahams’ grandson in 
the Canary Islands!) 
Preschool children: 23 
Adult helpers: approx. 15 (including Pastor, 
PS Director, video lesson leaders, sound 
board operator, decorations, puppet 
masters, PS teachers, and Felicia) 
Adults leading at home: estimated at 12 
parents and grandparents 
Hundreds of likes on Facebook! 



 

Preschool Graduate Recognition  
On June 14th eight of our Preschool children were 
honored during our Drive-In service, and 32 family 
members blessed this special time with our 
congregation.  Although we were unable to have 
Preschool Sunday, graduation, fun day, etc.… this 
was a time to recognize their hard work as they 
prepare to go to kindergarten in the fall.  

FLY HIGH 2020 BUTTERFLIES!!!!   
We love you and will miss you! 

 

VBS 
We had 25 3s, 4s, & 5s participate in St. Paul’s Virtual Bible 
School during the week of June 22-26.  We enjoyed stories, 
special activities and snacks, as well as fun crafts during the 
week! Thanks to Mrs. Felicia and all those who helped put this 
together!   

GREAT JOB! 

Summer Bible Time 
Fruit of the Spirit - Every Thursday at 10:00 we gather in the gym 
for Chapel with either Pastor or Mrs. Felicia.  The children are doing 
very well with our “new normal” as they learn to share the love of 
Jesus while social distancing!  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control. Against such things there is no law.”    

Galatians 5:22-23   
 

Important Dates: 
July 3:       CLOSED for Independence Day celebration 
Wednesdays:  Water Days 
July 31:      Last day of Summer Preschool 
August 3-11:  Extended Care ONLY 
August 11:  Parent Orientation at 6:30 

August 12:  1st day of 2020-2021 school year 
 

Nancy Neuendorf, Director  (256) 353-1353  Openings Available! 

Glimpses of Chapel Time, VBS Activities, 
and National Mud Day Celebration! 



  

St. Paul’s Ladies & Friends! 
Let’s let this time of distancing bring us together in study, 
discussion, and fellowship.  If you are interested in joining a 

women’s group and gather 
online, then please let Felicia 
know by calling (256) 353-
8759 or by emailing her at  
FeliciaS@StPaulsDec.com and 
she will connect you to this 
group! 

Southern District, LCMS, President Johnson Statement on Racism 
 

Racism is sin. 

• We as LCMS Lutherans believe, teach, and confess that Scripture is the 
norm for all faith and practice. Therefore, it is important to understand 
what Scripture says about sin, and about the sin of racism in particular 
at this time in our church body and nation. We are called upon to let 
Scripture challenge us and change us; to realize within ourselves the 
death brought about by sin, to be convicted of our sin by God’s Word, 
and let that conviction lead us to Confession and Absolution resulting in 
forgiveness and reconciliation. 

 

Sin kills.
Racism, prejudice, and hatred all come from the same source: sin. The fall 
into sin by our ancestors, Adam and Eve, plunged all of creation into chaos 
and death. All relationships are damaged and broken by sin. Our 
relationship with our God, and our relationships with each other, are all 
broken and marred by sin. No human political, economic, or social 
program can fix sin. 
 

The Gospel saves. 
Only the Gospel offers a cure for our sin. Christ Jesus did all the work in 
His life, death, and resurrection to save sinful, broken, dead 
humanity. The only cure for racism is the correct application of God’s Law 
and Gospel. Christ gives His Gospel gifts to us, to His Church, to those He 
calls and gathers around His good Gospel gifts of Word and Sacrament. He 
gives to us the gift of the water of Baptism that now saves us. He gives us 
these gifts to justify and sanctify us in Himself, and He gives us these 
Gospel gifts that we may give them away to others. 
 

Hear and see what the Word of God says about sin, racism, Law and 
Gospel. . .   Rev. Johnson further explains—please see complete statement 

What Does This Mean? First, allow the Word of God to slay your sinful 
nature, allow the conviction of the Holy Spirit to prick your heart leading 
to contrition and the confession of your sin. Confess where you have 
sinned against another. Confess your sinful beliefs and attitudes about 
others based on race or skin color. Receive from Christ Jesus that your 
sins are truly and indeed forgiven. Then, being forgiven, speak words of 
forgiveness to others and press on toward the goal for the prize for the 
upward call of God in Christ Jesus to reconcile with those who have hurt 
you and sinned against you. Work toward justice for all people. Work to 
share the Gospel of forgiveness with all who are hurt and broken by the 
sin, and particularly at this time of the sin of racism. Work toward the 
goal we are given as Americans, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men [people] are created equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” Allow the Holy Spirit to do His 
work in your heart through Christ’s Gospel gifts, and work toward the 
goal of realizing that all people, created equal by our Creator God, 
therefore have great worth and deserve our diligence to ensure the 
unalienable rights of all people, no matter the color of their skin.  
 

Written by Rev. Eric Johnson, District President, Southern District, LCMS 
 

Signed by: 
 

Rev. Eric Johnson, District President, Southern District, LCMS 
Rev. Dr. McNair Ramsey, 1st Vice President, Southern District, LCMS  
Rev. Ferry Nye, Chairman, Black Ministry Task Force, Southern District, 
LCMS 
Rev. Dr. Ulmer Marshall, Board of Directors, Southern District, LCMS  
 

For the complete statement, go to  

https://www.stpaulsdec.com/so-district-lcms-statement-on-racis  

Current Loan  
Balance:  $281,024 

The Payroll Protection 
Program loan, which will 
be forgiven, has been a 
blessing to enable us to 
maintain all staff through 
March, April, & May with 
no Preschool tuition 
income for almost 8 
weeks, and to help us 
through our Giving 
Shortfall from Jan—April.  
However, PPP funds will 
run out in July in time for Fall Preschool on August 12 with tuition 
once again supporting Preschool payroll and expenses. 
In spite of the evils of this pandemic, we have been blessed with 
generous givers stepping up and faithfully supporting St. Paul’s 
with FirstFruits Giving alongside the PPP loan funds.  Therefore,  
our goals to minimize the economic impact of COVID-19 are: 

• for the congregation to meet our Giving Goal by the end of the 
year and overcome the shortfall of $21,919 in Giving, and  

• for the Preschool to operate within the Financial Plan for 
Income and Expenses to remain a viable ministry. 

 

Financial Plan Activity thru June 30, 2020 
YTD FirstFruits Giving: 
YTD Total Expenses:
Shortage YTD               $   47,433; however w/ $79,239 PPP funds: 

2020 FirstFruits 
Giving vs Goal  

& Expenses 
thru June 30 

 

 

$254,000  Goal 

https://www.stpaulsdec.com/so-district-lcms-statement-on-racis


 
 

July 1   Asher Nicholson 
July 2    Sue Bosco 
July 4   Bonnie Mann 
July 5   Katherine Baker 
July 6   Bailey Bauer 
July 6   Celia Gilchrist 

July 6 Cynthia & Dallas Southers 
July 9   Michael & Nicole Ringers  
July 9   Scott & Diane Pitts  
July 9   Jimmy & Carol Mueller  

July 6   Randy Harville 
July 6   Amber Parson 
July 10  Dale Carlson 
July 10  Jaida Terry 
July 11  Bruce Burch 
July 11  Gavin Cevallos 
July 12  Shari Jones 
July 13  Rick Sautter 
July 13  Ron Neuendorf 
July 15  Susan Schmelter 
July 16  Scott Pitts 

July 16  Karby Schmelter 
July 17  Heather Reardon 
July 17  Heidi Holder 
July 18  Meghan Carroll 
July 19  Mary Terry 
July 20  Joyce Weiland 
July 21  Rick Morgan 
July 21  Craig Baker 
July 22  Leesa Pittman 
July 23  Georgia Koenig 
July 23  Charlene Lechner 

July 10  Jordan & Vladi Herrarte     
July 10  Jeff & Maribeth Morgan  
July 10  Joceyln & Brian Mitchell  
July 12  Mark & Val Blaske  
July 13  Sal & Felicia Salgado  
July 13  Craig & Celia Faller 
July 16  Cindy & Ken Hamilton 
July 17  Raymond & Heather Asher 

July 19  Tim & April Nave 
July 19  Mike & Michelle Parson 
July 19  T.J. & Wanda Parrota 
July 20  Lana & Joel McCay 
July 22  Max & Billie Seagle 
July 22  Meghan & Blake Carroll 
July 28  Debbie & Joe Kleri 
July 30  Steve & Jennifer Frick 

July 23  Sarah Mitchell 
July 24  Cindy Hamilton 
July 24  Rich Maschke 
July 25  Peggy Kauffman 
July 25  Brianna Staudt 
July 26 Brigitte Gust 
July 28  Christi Kurtz 
July 28  Wanda Parrotta 
July 29  Linda Armentrout 
July 29  Nicole Ringers 

Text Message  
Update  
Opt-in 
The Church Office is 
moving toward 
Text Messaging as 
our main means of communication —
your opt-in is needed to be on the list!   

To opt-in, text the word 
Alert  to 22300 

THEN put the number 22300 in your 
Contacts list as St Paul’s so that you 

receive & recognize us as the sender. 
 

Make St. Paul’s website www.StPaulsDec.com         
your go-to place  
 

 to find out what’s happening 
 to click to facebook for online worship, Pastor’s messages 
 to register your worship attendance 
 to access the online Epistle monthly newsletter 
 to give online 
 to submit prayer requests 
 to learn more about ministry events 

OneCallNow Update 
• If you would like to receive a phone 

call in addition to a text message, or  
• If you are not able to receive text 

messages, or 
• You want to be removed from the 

OneCallNow list and just receive text 
messages, then 

please call the Church Office at 
256.353.8759 or email 
ChurchOffice@sPaulsDec.com and 
request your change.  
 

Weekly Email Update 
If you are not receiving weekly emails 
with What’s Happening at St Paul’s 
each week, email 
ChurchOffice@StPaulsDec.com  
to be added to that list. 

Make the website a one-click experience! 
 

Bookmark or make a favorite of www.StPaulsDec.com on 
your computer, laptop, notebook, or other device! 
 
Add to your smartphone’s Home Page 
    and the St. Paul’s icon will appear to find it easily! 


