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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
April 18, 2021 

Third Sunday of Easter 

 

Welcome to the house of the living Lord! 
   
If you are visiting with us today, we extend a warm welcome and invite you to return often. One of our core values 

at St. Paul’s is to help people find a place where they belong. We have been doing it for 123 years and we 
pray that one of our worship services will bless you on your journey.  

   

St. Paul’s has chosen as its theme verse to guide us in 2021 – John 20:21 
“Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.  

As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 
 

It is the prayer of our congregation that we will connect people to the love of Jesus  
through our teaching, serving, caring, and telling! 

 
Please record your attendance, submit prayer requests, and give online at www.StPaulsDec.com 

 
PRELUDE  
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRAYER TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP 
 
Hymn    Our Paschal Lamb, That Sets Us Free LSB 473 
 
1 Our Paschal Lamb, that sets us free, 

    Is sacrificed. O keep 
The feast of freedom gallantly; 
    Let alleluias leap: Refrain 

 
ref Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Again 

Sing alleluia, cry aloud: Alleluia! Amen! 
 

2 Let all our lives now celebrate 
    The feast; let malice die. 
Let love grow strong anew, and great, 
    Let truth stamp out the lie. Refrain 

 
3 Let all our deeds, unanimous, 

    Confess Him as our Lord 
Who by the Spirit lives in us, 
    The Father’s living Word. Refrain 

 
Easter Acclamation 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Confession and Absolution 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 
 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As 

a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Introit Psalm 30:1–5; antiphon: Psalm 16:11b 

In your presence there is fullness of joy; 
 at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 
I will extol you, O LORD, for you have drawn me up 
 and have not let my foes rejoice over me. 
O LORD my God, I cried to you for help, 
 and you have healed me. 
O LORD, you have brought up my soul from Sheol; 
 you restored me to life from among those who go down to the pit. 
Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints, 
 and give thanks to his holy name. 
For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime. 
 Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
In your presence there is fullness of joy; 
 at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

 
Kyrie LSB 152 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Sing     C Lord, have mercy. 
A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
Sing     C Lord, have mercy. 
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray 

to the Lord. 
Sing     C Lord, have mercy. 
A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
Sing     C Lord, have mercy. 
A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Sing     C Amen. 
 
This Is the Feast LSB 155 
 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose 

blood set us free to be people of God. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength,  

and honor, blessing, and glory are His. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Sing with all the people of God,  
and join in the hymn of all creation: 

 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God  

and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
For the Lamb who was slain has  

begun His reign. Alleluia. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
Sing     C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. Grant to Your faithful people, 
rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
Sing     C Amen. 
 
 
First Reading  Acts 3:11–21 

11While [the lame man who was now healed] clung to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in 
the portico called Solomon’s, astounded. 12And when Peter saw it, he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, 
why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have made him 
walk? 13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his 
servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release 
him. 14But you denied the Holy and Righteous One and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 15and you 
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killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And his name—by faith in 
his name—has made this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given 
the man this perfect health in the presence of you all. 

17“And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18But what God foretold 
by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. 19Repent therefore, and turn 
again, that your sins may be blotted out, 20that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, 
and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 21whom heaven must receive until the time for 
restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle 1 John 3:1–7 

1See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so, we 
are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children 
now, and what we will be, has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, 
because we shall see him as he is. 3And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 

4Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that 
he appeared to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one 
who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever 
practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 
Sing     C  
Alleluia. 
Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Holy Gospel Luke 24:36–49 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
Sing     C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

36As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to them, “Peace to 
you!” 37But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit. 38And he said to them, “Why are 
you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch 
me and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, 
he showed them his hands and his feet. 41And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to 
them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate before 
them. 

44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything 
written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened 
their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer 
and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in 
his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And behold, I am 
sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Sing     C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Hymn    At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing  LSB 633  sts. 1–4, 7 
 
1 At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 

Praise to our victorious King, 
Who has washed us in the tide 
Flowing from His piercèd side. 
    Alleluia! 

 
2 Praise we Him, whose love divine 

Gives His sacred blood for wine, 
Gives His body for the feast— 
Christ the victim, Christ the priest. 
    Alleluia! 

 
3 Where the paschal blood is poured, 

Death’s dread angel sheathes the sword; 
Israel’s hosts triumphant go 
Through the wave that drowns the foe. 
    Alleluia! 

 

4 Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, 
Paschal victim, paschal bread; 
With sincerity and love 
Eat we manna from above. 
    Alleluia! 

 
7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 
Newborn souls in You to be. 
    Alleluia! 
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Sermon:  "Touch Me and See!" Reverend David Doroh 

     I.  Our Lord reveals Himself through touch. 

    II. The importance of touch. 

   III.  Touch redeemed. 

   IV.  Touch can be nurturing, reconciling,  
a sign of hope and help. 

 
Nicene Creed 
 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 
invisible.  
   
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds,  
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for 
us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again 
with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.  
   
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I 
believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 
sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Offering 
 
Hymn                  Create in Me LSB 956 
 
 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

    and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence; 
    and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; 
    and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 
Preface LSB 160 
P The Lord be with you. 
Sing     C  
And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
Sing     C  
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Sing     C  
It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the 
glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore 
the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us 
everlasting life. Therefore, with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 161 
Sing     C  
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent 

Your only begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the 
salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen 

us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His 
own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

  
In the same way also, He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 
saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead 

us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So, 
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
Lord's Prayer 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
 
Pax Domini LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Sing     C Amen. 
 
Agnus Dei LSB 163 
Sing     C  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 
Distribution 
 
Thank the Lord LSB 164 
Sing     C  
Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

Sing     C Amen. 
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Hymn    Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen LSB 474 
 
1 Alleluia! 

Jesus is risen! 
    Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 
Splendor, the Lamb, 
Heaven forever! 
    Oh, what a miracle God has in sight!  
Refrain 

 
ref Jesus is risen and we shall arise: 

Give God the glory! Alleluia! 
 
2 Walking the way, 

Christ in the center 
    Telling the story to open our eyes; 
Breaking our bread, 
Giving us glory: 
    Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise. 
Refrain 

 
3 Jesus the vine, 

We are the branches; 
    Life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 
Heaven to earth, 
Christ to the people, 
    Gift of the future now flowing to me.  
Refrain 

 

4 Weeping, be gone; 
Sorrow, be silent: 
    Death put asunder, and Easter is bright. 
Cherubim sing: 
“O grave, be open!” 
    Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light.  
Refrain 

 
5 City of God, 

Easter forever, 
    Golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb, 
River of life, 
Saints and archangels, 
    Sing with creation to God the I AM!  
Refrain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dismissal 
 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
P Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 
C Thanks be to God. 
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WELCOME to St. Paul's Lutheran 
Church!  We are honored to have you in 
worship today.  We come together in the 
name of Jesus Christ, who brings the 
promise of salvation and everlasting life to 
all who believe in Him as Savior and Lord.  
May He richly bless your life as we 
worship in Spirit and Truth!  

(John 4:24) 
 

IF YOU ARE VISITING WITH US 
TODAY, we want to warmly welcome 
you in the name of Jesus.  If you have 
no church home, we would be honored to 
have you join us at St. Paul's.  For more 
information about what Lutheran 
Christians believe and about St. Paul's, 
please visit us on our website at 
www.StPaulsDec.com.  
 

OUR MISSION at St. Paul’s is to 
glorify God by connecting people to 

Jesus through teaching, serving, 
caring, and telling. 

 
OUR VISION FOR MINISTRY 

By the power and grace of Jesus Christ 
we will work to build a diverse community 

of spiritually maturing Christians who 
are… living out their faith in daily life; 
inviting, welcoming and including new 

people; and involved in meaningful 
ministry to others! 

 
OUR CORE VALUES 

Generosity (Acts 20:35) 
Children (Mark 10:14) 

A Place to Belong (Isaiah 56:7) 
Respectfulness (Mark 12:31) 

 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  
Tuesday - Friday 9:00am - 2:00pm 
 
 
ONLINE  (Ctrl+Click to follow link) 

www.StPaulsDec.com 
www.facebook.com/StPaulsDec 

SUNDAY  Welcome Pastor Doroh 
April 18 8:15am In-Church Traditional Worship 

Nursery 8:15am Facebook Live Worship 

Open 9:00am Children’s Bible Time FB posting 

 9:30am Worship on Radio 98.5 FM 
 11:00am Drive-In Worship 
 6:00pm Adult Zoom Bible Study 

   

MONDAY 7:00am Preschool Ext Care (M-F) 
 8:45am Preschool (M-Th) 

 2:30pm KTT Afterschool Care (M-F) 
   

TUESDAY 9:30am  Staff Meeting 

 7:15pm Call committee zoom meeting 
   

WEDNESDAY 10:00am Quilting Ministry 
 4:00pm KTT Youth Chapel 
 6:00pm Confirmation 

 7:00pm Praise Band practice 
 8:00pm Adult confirmation 
   

THURSDAY 10:00am  Preschool Chapel 

 11:00am Prayer Shawl ministry 

 1:30pm Phone call committee meets 
   

Friday 11:00am Preschool Board meeting 
   

Saturday 11:00am Livingston small group 
   

SUNDAY 7:45am Choir rehearsal 
April 25 8:15am In-Church Traditional Worship 

Nursery 8:15am Facebook Live Worship 
Open 9:00am Children’s Bible Time FB posting 

 9:30am Worship on Radio 98.5 FM 
 11:00am Drive-In Worship  
 12:15pm Voters meeting 
 5:00pm Confirmands banner-making 

 6:00pm Adult Zoom Bible study 
 

2021 Flower Calendar sign up in the breezeway or by calling 
the Church Office (256) 353-8759. 

 
Looking Ahead: 
April 25 Voters Meeting 12:15pm in-person and by Zoom 
 

April 30    May 2 
7:00pm Confirmation Oral Exam  8:15am Rite of Confirmation 
 

May 2 
2:00pm LWML Bingo & Bake Sale Fundraiser 
 

May 19 
6:30pm Preschool Graduation 
 

www.facebook.com/groups/StPaulsDecatur.ChildrensGroup.Parents 
www.facebook.com/groups/StPaulsDecaturYouthGroup.Parents 
www.facebook.com/groups/StPaulsDecatur.WomensGroup 

www.facebook.com/kidztweenzteenzinc 
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http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsDec
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http://www.facebook.com/groups/StPaulsDecatur.ChildrensGroup.Parents
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http://www.facebook.com/groups/StPaulsDecatur.WomensGroup
https://www.facebook.com/kidztweenzteenzinc

