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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

July 25, 2021 
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Welcome to the house of the living Lord! 

   
If you are visiting with us today, we extend a warm welcome and invite you to return often. One of our core values 

at St. Paul’s is to help people find a place where they belong. We have been doing it for 123 years and we 
pray that one of our worship services will bless you on your journey.This service will return to meeting at 
8:15am beginning next Sunday, August 1.  CrossLife Praise and Worship will meet at 10:45am in the ARC. 

   

St. Paul’s has chosen as its theme verse to guide us in 2021 – John 20:21 
“Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 

 
It is the prayer of our congregation that we will connect people to the love of  

Jesus through our teaching, serving, caring, and telling. 

 
Please record your attendance, submit prayer requests, and give online at www.StPaulsDec.com 
 
PRELUDE  
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRAYER TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP 
 
Hymn      God Himself Is Present LSB 907 
 
1 God Himself is present: 

    Let us now adore Him 
    And with awe appear before Him. 
God is in His temple; 
    All within keep silence; 
    Humbly kneel in deepest rev’rence. 
He alone 
On His throne 
    Is our God and Savior; 
    Praise His name forever! 

 
2 God Himself is present: 

    Hear the harps resounding; 
    See the hosts the throne surrounding. 
“Holy, holy, holy!” 
    Hear the hymn ascending, 
    Songs of saints and angels blending. 
Bow Your ear 
To us here: 
    Hear, O Christ, the praises 
    That Your Church now raises. 

 

3 Fount of ev’ry blessing, 
    Purify my spirit, 
    Trusting only in Your merit. 
Like the holy angels, 
    Worshiping before You, 
    May I ceaselessly adore You. 
Let Your will 
Ever still 
    Rule Your Church terrestrial 
    As the hosts celestial. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
Baptism 
 
Confession and Absolution 
P Since the beginning of time, God has revealed His will to seek and to save that which was lost. No matter 

how often we have entered the gates of God’s place, whether often or rarely, because of sin, we are all 
lost, on our own, and helpless. Let us therefore approach God in humility to receive His forgiveness. 

C O God, I believe in You; O Lord, I trust Your promise to save me. Forgive me for my sins in thought, 
word, and deed. Come to me, though I am not worthy. Come to me with Your promise, with Your 
touch of forgiveness, healing, help, and life. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 

  
P God has come to you in grace and mercy. Upon this your confession, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Introit Psalm 145:1–3, 6–7; antiphon: v. 5 

On the glorious splendor of your majesty, 
 and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 
I will extol you, my God and King, 
 and bless your name forever and ever. 
Every day I will bless you 
 and praise your name forever and ever. 
Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, 
 and his greatness is unsearchable. 
They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds, 
 and I will declare your greatness. 
They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant goodness 
 and shall sing aloud of your righteousness. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
On the glorious splendor of your majesty, 
 and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 

Kyrie    (sung to the hymn "Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound") 
 

Have mercy on your people Lord. Have mercy, Christ, our King. 
Renew us by your mercy, Lord; Accept the prayers we bring. 
 
Gloria  (Sung to the hymn "Hark! The Herald Angels Sing") 

 
"Glory be to God on high! This is now our joyful cry. 
Peace to all who live on earth, Grace and favor for new birth. 
You we praise and glorify, Worship you, O Lord most high. 
Gracious Father, heav'nly King, To your name alone we sing; 
Praise the Glory of your name, Now and evermore the same! 
 
Jesus Christ, the Father's Son, Sole-begotten, holy One, 
Born on earth from realms on high, Born true man for us to die, 
Lamb of God you take away This worlds sin: Grant peace we pray. 
With the Spirit, you alone Are most high, O God the Son, 
And the Father, God above. Praise we now your glorious love. 
 
Salutation 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray. 
Almighty and most merciful God, the protector of all who trust in You, strengthen our faith and give us courage 

to believe that in Your love You will rescue us from all adversities; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading Genesis 9:8–17 

8 God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“Behold, I establish my covenant with you and your offspring 
after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the livestock, and every beast of the earth 
with you, as many as came out of the ark; it is for every beast of the earth. 11I establish my covenant with you, 
that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to 
destroy the earth.” 12And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and 
every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13I have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be 
a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in 
the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh. 
And the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I will see 
it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the 
earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh 
that is on the earth.” 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Gradual Romans 11:33, 36 
P Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 
C How unsearchable are His judgments and how inscrutable His ways! 
  
P For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. 
C To Him be glory forever. Amen. 
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Epistle Ephesians 3:14–21 
14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom every family in heaven and on earth is 

named, 16that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his 
Spirit in your inner being, 17so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and 
grounded in love, 18may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and 
height and depth, 19and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the 
fullness of God. 

20Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at 
work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. 
Amen. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Verse Mark 6:50c 

P     Alleluia. Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.  

C     Alleluia. 

 
Holy Gospel Mark 6:45–56 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

45Immediately [Jesus] made his disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, to 
Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 46And after he had taken leave of them, he went up on the mountain 
to pray. 47And when evening came, the boat was out on the sea, and he was alone on the land. 48And he saw 
that they were making headway painfully, for the wind was against them. And about the fourth watch of the 
night he came to them, walking on the sea. He meant to pass by them, 49but when they saw him walking on the 
sea, they thought it was a ghost, and cried out, 50for they all saw him and were terrified. But immediately he 
spoke to them and said, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 51And he got into the boat with them, and the 
wind ceased. And they were utterly astounded, 52for they did not understand about the loaves, but their hearts 
were hardened. 

53When they had crossed over; they came to land at Gennesaret and moored to the shore. 54And when 
they got out of the boat, the people immediately recognized him 55and ran about the whole region and began to 
bring the sick people on their beds to wherever they heard he was. 56And wherever he came, in villages, cities, 
or countryside, they laid the sick in the marketplaces and implored him that they might touch even the fringe of 
his garment. And as many as touched it were made well. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Hymn        Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me LSB 715 
 
1 Jesus, Savior, pilot me 

Over life’s tempestuous sea; 
    Unknown waves before me roll, 
    Hiding rock and treach’rous shoal. 
Chart and compass come from Thee. 
Jesus, Savior, pilot me. 

 
2 As a mother stills her child, 

Thou canst hush the ocean wild; 
    Boist’rous waves obey Thy will 
    When Thou say’st to them, “Be still!” 
Wondrous Sov’reign of the sea, 
Jesus, Savior, pilot me. 

 

3 When at last I near the shore 
And the fearful breakers roar 
    Twixt me and the peaceful rest, 
    Then, while leaning on Thy breast, 
May I hear Thee say to me, 
“Fear not, I will pilot thee.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sermon 
 
Hymn          I am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus  LSB 729 sts. 1, 4, 6 
 
1 I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus, 

    Trusting only Thee; 
Trusting Thee for full salvation, 
    Great and free. 

 

4 I am trusting Thee to guide me; 
    Thou alone shalt lead, 
Ev’ry day and hour supplying 
    All my need. 

 

6 I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus; 
    Never let me fall. 
I am trusting Thee forever 
    And for all. 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The 
third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.      
 
Offering –  
 

Please record your attendance, submit prayer requests, and give online at www.StPaulsDec.com 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Lord's Prayer 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
 
Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C Amen. 
 
Hymn       Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure LSB 533 
 
1 Jesus has come and brings pleasure eternal, 

    Alpha, Omega, Beginning and End; 
Godhead, humanity, union supernal, 
    O great Redeemer, You come as our friend! 
Heaven and earth, now proclaim this great 
wonder: 
Jesus has come and brings pleasure eternal! 

 
2 Jesus has come! Now see bonds rent asunder! 

    Fetters of death now dissolve, disappear. 
See Him burst through with a voice as of thunder! 
    He sets us free from our guilt and our fear, 
Lifts us from shame to the place of His honor. 
Jesus has come! Hear the roll of God’s thunder! 

 

3 Jesus has come as the mighty Redeemer. 
    See now the threatening strong one disarmed! 
Jesus breaks down all the walls of death’s 
fortress, 
    Brings forth the pris’ners triumphant, unharmed. 
Satan, you wicked one, own now your master! 
Jesus has come! He, the mighty Redeemer! 

 
4 Jesus has come as the King of all glory! 

    Heaven and earth, O declare His great pow’r, 
Capturing hearts with the heavenly story; 
    Welcome Him now in this fast-fleeting hour! 
Ponder His love! Take the crown He has for you! 
Jesus has come! He, the King of all glory! 

Dismissal 
P Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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WELCOME to St. Paul's Lutheran 
Church!  We are honored to have you in 
worship today.  We come together in the 
name of Jesus Christ, who brings the 
promise of salvation and everlasting life to 
all who believe in Him as Savior and Lord.  
May He richly bless your life as we 
worship in Spirit and Truth!  

(John 4:24) 
 

IF YOU ARE VISITING WITH US 
TODAY, we want to warmly welcome 
you in the name of Jesus.  If you have 
no church home, we would be honored to 
have you join us at St. Paul's.  For more 
information about what Lutheran 
Christians believe and about St. Paul's, 
please visit us on our website at 
www.StPaulsDec.com.  
 

OUR MISSION at St. Paul’s is to 
glorify God by connecting people to 

Jesus through teaching, serving, 
caring, and telling. 

 
OUR VISION FOR MINISTRY 

By the power and grace of Jesus Christ 
we will work to build a diverse community 

of spiritually maturing Christians who 
are… living out their faith in daily life; 
inviting, welcoming and including new 

people; and involved in meaningful 
ministry to others! 

 
OUR CORE VALUES 

Generosity (Acts 20:35) 
Children (Mark 10:14) 

A Place to Belong (Isaiah 56:7) 
Respectfulness (Mark 12:31) 

 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  
Tuesday - Friday 9:00am - 2:00pm 
 
ONLINE  (Ctrl+Click to follow link) 
www.StPaulsDec.com 
www.facebook.com/StPaulsDec 

SUNDAY 8:00am Drive-in Worship 
July 25 9:30am Facebook Live Worship 

 9:30am Traditional Worship-Sanctuary 
 10:45am Voters Assembly meeting 
 11:00am Worship on Radio 98.5 FM 

   
MONDAY 7:00am Preschool Ext Care (M-F) 
 7:00am KTT Summer program (M-F) 
   
TUESDAY 9:30am Staff meeting 
   
WEDNESDAY 5:30pm Youth Swim Night 
 6:00pm Adult Confirmation 
 7:00pm Praise Band rehearsal 

   
THURSDAY 10:00am  Preschool Chapel 

   
SUNDAY 8:15am Traditional Worship 

August 1 9:30am Sunday School Teachers & Helpers 
Meeting in the Library 

Nursery open 9:30am Adult Sunday School 

 9:45am Pastor’s class 

 10:45am CrossLife Worship 

 11:00am Worship on Radio 98.5 FM 

   
2021 Flower Calendar sign up in the breezeway or by calling 

the Church Office (256) 353-8759. 
 
Looking Ahead: 
 
School Supplies for Austinville Elementary School 
Please make your donation  today, July 25  
 
August 1 – TIME CHANGE & RETURN-TO-CHURCH SUNDAY! 
Worship Times: 8:15 Traditional & FB Live 
                         9:30  Adult Classes begin Rm 317 & YAC 
                         9:45  Pastor’s Class in Fellowship Room 
 10:45 CrossLife Worship 
 11:00 Worship on the Radio 
 
August 8 – RALLY DAY!   
 9:30 Sunday School for Children & Youth returns 
 
August 11 – FAITHLINKS RETURNS! 
 Dinner, Confirmation, and Bible Classes! 
 
August 15 – Acolyte Training and Refresher (grades 5-8) 
 

www.facebook.com/groups/StPaulsDecatur.ChildrensGroup.Parents 
www.facebook.com/groups/StPaulsDecaturYouthGroup.Parents 
www.facebook.com/groups/StPaulsDecatur.WomensGroup 

www.facebook.com/StPaulsDec.Preschool 

www.facebook.com/kidztweenzteenzinc 

 
 
 
 

This Week at St Paul’s 

http://www.stpaulsdec.com/
http://www.stpaulsdec.com/
http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsDec
http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsDec
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http://www.facebook.com/groups/StPaulsDecaturYouthGroup.Parents
http://www.facebook.com/groups/StPaulsDecatur.WomensGroup
https://www.facebook.com/kidztweenzteenzinc

