
 

 

Friends in Christ, 

Jesus says in Matthew chapter 11, starting at verse 28, 
“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I 
am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” When we 
try so hard in life yet cannot find relief, then Christ invites us to 
cease our own efforts and turn to the relief found in Him.  To 
all who have grown exhausted with effort to be accepted by 
God, to those who are sick and tired of trying to deserve God’s 
favor by leading a good life in their own power, to all who are 
weary of wrecking their own eternal future (failing again and 
again to follow God’s commands), the invitation of Christ 
comes in Matthew 11 as our Savior says, “I will give you rest.”   

For you see, Jesus Christ bears what is too heavy for us, because God Himself acts for us.  According to 
God’s gracious will, He reveals to us the mystery of His kingdom.  Through faith in Christ who died for our 
sins, we receive the blessings of Jesus’ perfect life, His sacrificial death on the cross, and His resurrection 
from the dead.   

A Sunday School teacher once read to her class the verses from Matthew chapter 11 where Jesus uses 
the phrase “My yoke is easy.”  Then she asked the class, “Who can tell us what a yoke is?”  One little boy 
said, “It is something you put on the necks of animals.”  When the teacher asked, “What is the yoke that 
God puts on us?” a young girl responded, “It’s God putting His arms around our necks.”  

Isn’t that a great way to think of it.  By the Holy Spirit, the arms of the Crucified One embrace us, and 
we hear Christ our Savior say: “You are forgiven.  Now listen to My Word, follow Me, grow in the Life          
I give, and serve Me.  My yoke is easy and my burden is light.  And I will help you each step of the way.  
For in Me, you will find rest for your soul.”   

Yoked to Jesus, that is connected to Christ by faith, we are free from the yoke of slavery.  Free from 
slavery to the guilt of sin, slavery to the hopelessness of worldly living, slavery to the power of the devil, 
and ultimately we are free from the condemnation of hell, through faith in Jesus Christ.  We are truly free, 
yoked to our Savior.  We are free to live, and we are free to serve our faithful, loving, and amazingly 
gracious God, bringing Him the glory through our labors.   

The redeemed live in the knowledge and confidence of Christ’s victory and the certain promise of 
heaven given as a pure gift through trust in Jesus.  As disciples of Christ, we continue to labor in the 
meantime until our Lord takes us be with Him.  The burdens we bear now are not jobs we must perform in 
order to be saved, but joyful work in Christ’s service because we have been saved by Him.  Our labor falls 
into the area of discipleship. 

During these days of the coronavirus pandemic, our Christian service may take different forms and is 
often carried out keeping social distance.  Serving our neighbor may seem impersonal in ways since we 
can’t be in close contact.  But encouraging communication with others, especially sharing the Word of 
Christ, is joyful work that we can easily and personally do during these times.  By phone or other means, 
listening to challenges, offering prayers, gladdening hearts through kind words, and speaking or writing 
Scripture all make a big difference during these lonely days.  So may our Savior, Jesus Christ, truly bless 
you as you remain connected to Him in faith, doing His work and His will in this world to bring Christ the 
glory. 

In Jesus our Savior, 

 

      Pastor Aaron Kretzschmar 

 

St. Paul's Lutheran Church                    1700 Carridale Street SW  Decatur AL 35601 www.StPaulsDec.com256.353.8759 

S . Paul's Epistle "St. Paul's Lutheran Church  
glorifies God by connecting people to Jesus  

through teaching, serving, caring, & telling!" 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Worship on Sundays 
8:00am  
    Drive-in Worship  

chance of rain-   
in the back parking lot  

severe weather- 
by Conference Call 

(872) 240-3311 access 
code 608 586 593  

9:30am  
    Traditional Worship  

In-Church with 
 
 

11:00am 
    WZDK 98.5 FM Radio  
 

Worship 1st Tuesdays 
12:00pm  
    In-Church for  

at-risk worshipers 
 

Holy Communion 
August 2, 4, 16 
 

Bible Study by Zoom 
Sundays 11:30am  

   
 

Virtual Rally Day 
August 16 

Virtual Sunday School  
Sundays 9:00 am post 

MS Youth Zoom 
Sundays 6:00 pm Live 

HS Youth Zoom 
Sundays 7:00 pm Live 
Women’s Bible Study 

Wednesdays 10:00 am 
beginning August 19 

 
Preschool Orientation 

August 11 
Preschool Begins 

August 12 
KTT Afterschool Begins 

August 17 
 

Youth Confirmation  
Wednesdays 6:00 pm 

beginning August 26  
 

Adult Confirmation 
Wednesdays 7:30 pm 

beginning August 26  

August 2020   

COMING SOON: "Children's Bible Time" on Sundays at 
9:00am! In order to provide our St. Paul's families and 
friends varied opportunities to dig into God's Word with 
your children, we're proud to announce a new platform 
for Sunday School beginning August 16th at 9:00 am.  



 

Drive-in Worship 
Sundays at 8:00am 

Holy Communion will be Celebrated 
 August 2, 4, 16 

 

Communion Sets will be distributed again 
this month—dates pending; if you do 

not have a set for your household, 
please email or call the Church 

Office at (256) 353-8759. 

Worship Times  

Traditional  
Worship 

in the Sanctuary 
(& Facebook Live) 

 

Sundays  
at 9:30am 

Worship 
by Radio 

on 98.5 FM 
WZDK 

 

Sundays 
at 11:00am 

Not Ready  
to return to  

In-Church Worship? 

Facebook 
Live 

Traditional  
Worship 

 

Sundays  
at 9:30am 

Traditional  
Worship 

in the Sanctuary 
Tuesdays  
12 Noon 
for  those  

at-risk & elderly  

Ready  
to return to  

In-Church Worship 
with social distancing 

precautions? 

Bible Study Opportunities  
Sundays 11:30 am  
by Zoom— connect to God’s Word 
 

Join Michael McRae every Sunday 
until June 21 at 11:30 am by Zoom 
on your smartphone, laptop, or 
tablet - any device with a 

microphone and a camera to hear and join in on discussion.  Email Michael 
at michael@mcrae.net to sign up for the class link. 

beginning in September following “Joy” 
 

Altogether Beautiful is an 8-session video-
based Bible study of the Song of Songs that 
explores what it means to be loved fiercely 
and called beautiful by the God of the 

universe. This study walks through each chapter to not only help women, 
whether married or single, young or old, to better understand and apply the 
wisdom offered in the Song, but also challenge her to securely ground her 
identity in the one who makes her beautiful - Jesus. 
“faith, hope...LOVE” 
1 Corinthians 13:13 

 

Wednesdays 10:00 am  
beginning August 19 

Women’s Bible Study Lineup 
Fall 2020 

 

Ever wonder why some people seem to experience joy in their daily lives--
even in the tough times--and others can't seem to find it no matter how hard 
they search? Is a joy-filled life really possible? The answer is yes! And it's 
possible for every woman, no matter what her circumstances may be. In this 

inspiring book and 4-session video-based 
Bible study, Kay Warren teaches women what 
joy really is, where to find it, and how to 
choose it in the good times and the bad. With 
compassion and wisdom, she shows readers--
even those who live with the constant 
companions of discouragement and 
depression--that true joy is deeper, richer, 
and more accessible than they might think. 

St. Paul’s Ladies & Friends! 
Let’s let this time of distancing bring us together in study, discussion, and 
fellowship.  If you are interested in joining a women’s group and gathering 
online,  please let Felicia know by emailing her at  FeliciaS@StPaulsDec.com, 
and she will connect you to this group! 

Examples of free Bible Studies and Courses 

Classes begin August 26 
 

Youth Confirmation  
Wednesdays 6:00 pm 

for Youth in Grades 7 & 8 
 

Adult Confirmation 
Wednesdays 7:30 pm 

for older Youth and Adults  
 

Pastor will present a review  
of the Foundations of the Faith for those who would 

like to revisit the teachings from the Catechism as 
well as those looking for a Pathway to Membership 

cphfaithcourses.com 

mailto:ChurchOffice@stpaulsdec.com?subject=Communion%20Set%20needed
mailto:michael@mcrae.net?subject=Galations%20Bible%20Study%20Zoom%20Link
https://cphfaithcourses.com/create-account/
https://cphfaithcourses.com/create-account/


  
From the Desk of the DCE: 
 
 

Sunday School Kick-off  

 August 16   9:00am posting 

             (available anytime after 9:00 am) 

Children’s Bible Time 

Sundays, beginning August 16 

Every Sunday morning with Bible 
story time and Scripture lessons 
recorded by our teachers. To view 
content videos, all you need to do is 
request to join the Facebook Group: 

St. Paul's Children's Group for Parents at the following link,  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/
StPaulsDecatur.ChildrensGroup.Parents/ 

Looking to volunteer? We still need additional Lesson Leaders and 
Bible Story Readers for the fall semester. Help us share Jesus with 
"the little children." This is a virtual ministry, so to participate all you 
need to do is pre-record yourself doing one of the following and send 
it to FeliciaS@StPaulsDec.com: 

 

1. Read a Children's Bible story 
2. Do a children's craft related to the week's lesson 
3. Lead a short (3-5 min) children's devotion based on the week's 

Bible lesson 
 

And that's it! 
 

Please contact Felicia Salgado (FeliciaS@StPaulsDec.com) for more 
information and to serve in this ministry to reach children with the 
love of Jesus!  
 

Youth Bible Study 

Sundays, beginning August 16 

 

 

Middle School Zoom - 6:00 pm Live by Zoom  

High School Zoom - 7:00 pm Live by Zoom 

Keep up with our Youth!   

Contact Felicia (FeliciaS@StPaulsDec.com) for access.   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/
StPaulsDecaturYouthGroup.Parents  

Peace and blessings,   

Felicia Salgado 

Click HERE  
for more info! 

Click HERE  to watch! 

These are examples of what you’ll find on the Children’s Group and Youth Group 
facebook pages—awesome stuff for kids and youth! Congrats to Celia, Maggie, and Jack! 

 

mailto:FeliciaS@StPaulsDec.com
mailto:FeliciaS@StPaulsDec.com
mailto:FeliciaS@StPaulsDec.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/StPaulsDecaturYouthGroup.Parents
https://www.facebook.com/groups/StPaulsDecaturYouthGroup.Parents
https://blog.youversion.com/2020/07/new-daily-bible-experience-for-preteen-kids/?fbclid=IwAR2HMlCSaMIZWAO2kQiJxdaJzM9wBzUvG7G9ZYCkegsBsyTPx2FKf8TGA2U
https://blog.youversion.com/2020/07/new-daily-bible-experience-for-preteen-kids/?fbclid=IwAR2HMlCSaMIZWAO2kQiJxdaJzM9wBzUvG7G9ZYCkegsBsyTPx2FKf8TGA2U
https://blog.youversion.com/2020/07/new-daily-bible-experience-for-preteen-kids/?fbclid=IwAR2HMlCSaMIZWAO2kQiJxdaJzM9wBzUvG7G9ZYCkegsBsyTPx2FKf8TGA2U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kimGQL9-rOU&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR2giuLJI8-7sVRv0X_k_SDXo-CWIs0wkydRVeSTkAZbR4um9ydUVSLJYnU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kimGQL9-rOU&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR2giuLJI8-7sVRv0X_k_SDXo-CWIs0wkydRVeSTkAZbR4um9ydUVSLJYnU


 

  

Pastor on the BIG Screen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2020 Enrollment 

We are looking forward to being able to shower a whole new 
“crop” of preschoolers with the love of Jesus starting August 12th! 

During this time of uncertainty isn’t it wonderful that our Lord 
always remains the same.  Our ministry teaches children the 
“school” skills while helping them learn that they are beautifully and 
wonderfully made by our Creator.   

If you have a child or know someone who has a child that would 
benefit from our program, please call or email Nancy Neuendorf at 
(256)   353-1353 or Preschool@StPaulsDec.com for more information. 
Limited spots are available in all age groups. 
 

Dates: 
Extended Care staff Orientation:    July 28th at 9:30 
Teacher Orientation:                        August 1st at 9:00 
Parent Orientation:                           August 11th at 6:30 in the gym 
1st day of Preschool:                        August 12th  
Picture Day                                       September 9th 
 

Chapel Time 
Due to the coronavirus we have had Chapel in the gym this 
summer.  The change of venue has not dampened our enthusiasm 
to share God’s word with Pastor and Mrs. Felicia.  Whether in 
person or on Facebook Live, Pastor and Felicia have helped our 
children learn about the Fruits of the Spirit:  

Love, Joy, Peace, Goodness, Faithfulness, Patience,  
Gentleness, Kindness, and Self-Control.   

 

Register NOW for Preschool  
Fall Program (begins August 12) 

 

Children ages 15 mos - 4 yrs (as of Sept 1) 

 

Core Preschool: Monday - Thursday 8:45 - 12:45 
Extended Care: Monday - Friday 7:00 am -5:30 pm 

Application forms are available at www.StPaulsDec.com  
and in the Lobby, Narthex, and in the Preschool and Church Offices. 

mailto:preschool@stpaulsdec.com


  
 

Aug 1   Tristan Ringers 
Aug 3 Denise Thrasher   
Aug 6    Karin Burtram 
Aug 6    Tammy Corlew 
Aug 7 Jeanna Stephens   

Aug 8   Noa Becerra 
Aug 8   Mike Parson 
Aug 8 Michelle Smitherman   
Aug 10 Brayden Wright   
Aug 12 Terry Raemhild   
Aug 13 Maribeth Morgan   
Aug 15  PJ Corlew Jr 
Aug 15 Olivia Mowen   
Aug 16  Heather Braswell 
Aug 16  James Frick 
Aug 17 Pedro Santaliz   

Aug 17  Robert Jarvis 
Aug 19 Don Olson   
Aug 20 Mary Jeanne Stoudnour   
Aug 22  Randy Blevins 
Aug 23  Katelyn Kimmett 
Aug 24  Greg Armentrout 
Aug 24  Faye Atkins 
Aug 24 Elesia Reinhardt   
Aug 25  Shawn Holder 
Aug 25 Vickie Sautter   
Aug 25 Regina Smith   

Aug 1   Rich & Donna Maschke 
Aug 2    Jeff & Leesa Pittman 
Aug 5    Bob & Sue Sullivant 
Aug 15  Bill & Darlene Randall 

Aug 18  Brian & Michele Braswell 
Aug 18  Brad & Kim Winters 
Aug 26  Mike & Sara Love 

Aug 26  Dean Byer 
Aug 26 Simon Love   
Aug 26 Skylar Schmelter   
Aug 27  Doug Anderson 
Aug 28  Del Davis 
Aug 28  Dan Jones 
Aug 28 Liam McNa   
Aug 29 Mercedes Ferguson 
Aug 29 James Gilchrist 
Aug 31  Liam Cevallos 

 Current Loan  
Balance:  $279,810 

The Payroll Protection 
Program loan, which will 
be forgiven, has been a 
blessing to enable us to 
maintain all staff through 
March, April, & May with 
no Preschool tuition 
income for almost 8 
weeks, and to help us 
through our Giving 
Shortfall from Jan—July 
However, PPP funds have 
run out in July;  
Fall Preschool begins on 
August 12 with tuition 
once again supporting 
Preschool payroll and 
expenses. 
In spite of the evils of this 
pandemic, we have been blessed with generous givers stepping up 
and faithfully supporting St. Paul’s with FirstFruits Giving alongside 
the PPP loan funds.   
Therefore,  
our goals to minimize the economic impact of COVID-19 are: 

• for the congregation to meet our Giving Goal by the end of the year 
and overcome the shortfall of $34,900 in Giving, and  

• for the Preschool to operate within the Financial Plan for Income and 
Expenses to remain a viable ministry. 

Financial Plan Activity thru July 31, 2020 
YTD FirstFruits Giving: 
YTD Total Expenses:
Plan Shortage YTD       $  52,172   
w/ $110,247 PPP funds applied: 

$43,000 Goal 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR GIVING STATEMENT mailed mid-July to make sure your gifts have been received.   
Now is the time to take advantage of secure online giving: 
 
 

- either on the website home page at www.StPaulsDec.com and clicking on 
        

- or by downloading the GivePlus+ app from the App Store or Google Play for text-to-give convenience.                  
Be sure to enter “35601” as the search zip code to find our St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. 

Group Meeting Dates: 
 

LWML meets Monday, Aug 3 11:00am  
in the Fellowship Room— arrive at 10:30 for 
social time! 

 

Education Team  Meets Tuesday, Aug 4 at 6:00 pm by Zoom 

Elders meet Tuesday, Aug 4 at 6:30pm by Zoom 

Vestry meets Tuesday, Aug 11 at 7:00pm by Zoom 

AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM 
Begins August 17 
2:30pm - 6:00pm  
 

Ages 5-13 as of September 1 
 

Cost:  $35 / week 
 

After-School Program includes daily homework time and homework help, 
tutoring, snack, and activities, as well as  weekly God's Place Chapel on 
Wednesdays at 4:00 pm. 
 
Transportation is available from school to St Paul's. 
We are currently taking registrations for the afterschool program. Inquire 
Today! 
  
Charlotte Bradley may be reached Monday-Friday (256) 666-8601. 

 

August 25 
TUESDAY 4:00 - 7:00 pm 
Drive-up & Pick-up your Dinner! 
Get a great meal and support the KTT 
Afterschool Program here at St Paul’s! 



 


