
 

 

 Friends in Christ, 

At St. Paul’s we started 2020 with the theme “Take a Look!”  Our theme verse for the 
year is Matthew 5:16, where Jesus says, “let your light shine before others, so that they 
may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”  As people 
called by the Gospel, who look in faith to our Savior and serve Him, we understand that we 
are to let His Light shine in our lives that many might look to Jesus Christ and live!  This to 
the glory of our Heavenly Father, that we shine His Light through our lives in this dark 
world. 

So right now, how are we each doing?  Are we using the opportunities before us to point others to Christ?  
Whether they realize it or not, people desperately need Jesus.  Therefore, are we looking at our world today 
and considering, during these unprecedented times, how we might share the love and mercy of the Lord?           
I believe many, much more than before the pandemic, are in place where they are open to hear about the 
things of God.   

School has started back in session, most area churches have in-person worship opportunities, and going to 
the grocery store, Walmart, or elsewhere perhaps does not seem as frightening now knowing that wearing 
masks is key to hindering the spread of the coronavirus.  Our grasp of the situation at hand has increased, but 
things are clearly not back to normal.  Nor does anyone really know when life will return to the way it used to 
be.  And the reality that the virus remains out there, impacting people we know and care for, makes the 
situation all the more concerning and tragic.   

For us who know the Savior, today, right now, in this world there is much that we do not have control 
over.  We who trust in and walk with our Redeemer suffer physically, mentally, and emotionally in various 
ways during these times.  The affliction may be depression, anxiety, job instability, relational discord, the 
coronavirus itself or another illness.  But thanks be to God that we know Jesus Christ, who suffered and died 
for our sins and then rose from the dead.  Our Lord has taken care of our greatest need by granting us the 
forgiveness of sins.  Reconciled to God, with His Holy Spirit in us, we endure by His grace and in His strength, 
according to the promises of His Holy Word.   

Can you imagine, though, what life is like right now for someone without the Lord?  Not only are these still 
uncertain and frightening times, but that individual has no ultimate confidence or final hope.  And maybe they 
call themselves a Christian but don’t worship or spend regular time in God’s Word.  In that case, they are being 
tossed about by the messaging of the world, and the enemy continues to lure them still further away from our 
Lord.   

So in these times I urge you to “take a look” around you and identify people without a living and active 
hope in Christ.  Then, ask the Lord in prayer to let the Light of Christ shine through you to them.  For you might 
be that one person who guides another into an active relationship of faith in Christ.  And certainly not to the 
neglect of your fellow congregation members.  Continue to consider how you might encourage, support, and 
spur one another on to love and good deeds (Hebrews 10:24-25).  Right now it is more important than ever to 
be there for each other. 

Now, I know that opportunities for Christian fellowship are currently far less numerous, and all in-person 
gatherings carry risk.  Physically gathering has never been more challenging.  But, I will say, connecting 
electronically has never been easier.  It is only takes a little intentionality to share St. Paul’s worship services, 
weekly announcements, newsletter, web page, Bible studies, Scripture passages, etc. by Facebook or email.   

Again, whether people realize it or not, the only true comfort and peace is the Light and Love of Christ.  So 
please, especially for the sake of those who are not growing in Christ, pray fervently, share, and invite.  
Together, by God’s grace, let us leverage these times for Kingdom growth.   

Truly, these are strange, frustrating, confusing, uncertain, and still 
frightening times.  It seems that our human control over the situation has 
become greater, yet the coronavirus problem does persist.  We, who trust 
in Christ, know the certain Hope of our Risen Savior.  Nothing in all of 
creation can separate us from the Love of God in Christ (Romans 8:31-39).  
So let us continue to “take a look” and use the opportunities before us to 
shine the Light of Jesus.   

In Christ our Savior, 

Pastor Aaron Kretzschmar 

St. Paul's Lutheran Church                    1700 Carridale Street SW  Decatur AL 35601 www.StPaulsDec.com256.353.8759 

S . Paul's Epistle "St. Paul's Lutheran Church  
glorifies God by connecting people to Jesus  

through teaching, serving, caring, & telling!" 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Worship on Sundays 
8:00am  
    Drive-in Worship  

chance of rain-   
in the back parking lot  

severe weather- 
by Conference Call 

(872) 240-3311 access 
code 608 586 593  

9:30am  
    Traditional Worship  

In-Church and by 
 
 

11:00am 
    WZDK 98.5 FM Radio  
 

Holy Communion 
September 6, 20 

 

Bible Study 
 

Children’s Bible Time  
Sundays 9:00 am post on FB 

 

Galatians Study Zoom 
Sundays 11:30am 

  

MS Youth Zoom 
Sundays 6:00 pm Live 

 

HS Youth Zoom 
Sundays 7:00 pm Live 

 

Women’s Study Zoom 
Wednesdays 10:00am 

 

Proverbs Study In-Person  
Wednesdays 6:00pm  

beginning September 16 
 

Youth Confirmation Zoom  
Wednesdays 6:00 pm 

 

Adult Confirmation Zoom 
Wednesdays 8:00 pm 

 

September 2020   

Thursday 
September 10  
5:30 - 7:00pm 
Bring chairs or a blanket, 
your meal and your drink - 
join us for food and 
fellowship under the trees!
Cornhole Toss and Sidewalk 
Chalk will be available. 

Rain Date  
Sept 17 



 

 

Please email or call the Church Office at (256) 353-8759 
if you need communion sets for your household. 

Worship Times  

Drive-in Worship 
Sundays at 8:00am 

Worship 
by Radio 

on 98.5 FM 
WZDK 

 

Sundays 
at 11:00am 

Not Ready  
to return to  

In-Church Worship? 

Facebook 
Live 

Traditional  
Worship 

 

Sundays  
at 9:30am 

Traditional  
Worship 

in the Sanctuary 
(& Facebook Live) 

 

Sundays  
at 9:30am 

Ready  
to return to  

In-Church Worship 
with social distancing 

precautions? 

Bible Study Opportunities connect to God’s Word 
Sundays 11:30 am by Zoom 

 

Join Michael McRae every Sunday at 11:30 am 
by Zoom on your smartphone, laptop, or tablet - 
any device with a microphone and a camera to 
hear and join in on discussion.  Email Michael to 
sign up for the class link. 

beginning in September following “Joy” 
 

Altogether Beautiful is an 8-session video-
based Bible study of the Song of Songs that 
explores what it means to be loved fiercely 
and called beautiful by the God of the 
universe. This study walks through each 

chapter to not only help women, whether married or single, young or old, to 
better understand and apply the wisdom offered in the Song, but also 
challenge her to securely ground her identity in the One who makes her 
beautiful - Jesus.  

Wednesdays 10:00 am by Zoom 
Women’s Bible Study  Fall 2020 Lineup 

Discovering Jesus  
as the Man of Joy 
Lessons are live each Wednesday at 10:00am on 
Zoom. Felicia will post the Zoom link on 
Wednesdays by email and also on our private 
Women’s Bible Study Facebook group page (you can 
click here to request to join the group if you haven’t 
done so already). 
 

The first two lessons are posted on the group page - you can view it any 
time! The participant guide is optional and not required for class. If you have 
questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Felicia. Feel free to share this 
study with friends and family you think would be interested.  

Youth Confirmation  
Wednesdays 6:00pm 

for Youth in Grades 7 & 8 
 

Adult Confirmation 
Wednesdays 8:00pm 

for older Youth and Adults  
 

Pastor will present a review  
of the Foundations of the Faith for those who would 

like to revisit the teachings from the Catechism as 
well as those looking for a Pathway to Membership. Wednesdays 6:00pm In-Person in the Fellowship Room 

 

Mike Widmar will continue the study 
of the Book of Proverbs beginning 
September 16 for those ready to 
return to in-person Bible study! 

St. Paul’s Ladies & Friends! 
Let’s let this time of distancing bring us together in study, discussion, and 
fellowship.  If you are interested in joining a women’s group and gathering 
online,  please email Felicia and she will connect you to this group! 

 
 
Dear Saints  

of St. Paul’s, 

As we celebrate Labor Day and all the memories 
this time of year brings to mind (Friday night football, 
the orange and red leaves of fall, and the cooler 
mornings) we’re reminded that this year is different. 
There won’t be the parades or the picnics or even 
college football in some areas. The last few months 
have served as a reminder of just how little we are in 
control. Try as we may to be in control and act like we 
have some, we don’t. We struggle with this. We 
struggle to see this lack of control play out in our lives 
and in the lives of those whom we love. We may see 
our family member or friend get the coronavirus, we 
may know of people who are without a job, or our 
student may be in the middle of virtual school. But 
it’s clear we’re not in control. 

 Pastor and the Elders regularly look for ways to improve the worship 
services at St. Paul’s while ensuring everyone’s safety. At the August Elder’s 
meeting we discussed the milestones that would need to be met before we are 
able to get worship services ‘back to normal.’ It was a short discussion. No one 
felt that enough precautions could be met at this time to ensure there would be 
no infections nor are there enough volunteers willing to go inside now to 
support an additional indoor worship service. Hopefully, we can learn from the 
school system’s start of a new school year and apply these lessons for fully 
reopening St Paul’s. As much as we would like to think we are in control of the 
events of a healthy return to normal, we’re not.  God is in control. He sees us 
through today, just like He did yesterday. I encourage everyone at St. Paul’s to 
stay connected and support our ministry through your participating in the 
worship services (online, Drive-in, in person, or radio), contribution in time, 
talent, and gifts, and your continued prayers for St. Paul’s and its members.  

  

Dave Burrell, Board of Elders 

Holy 
Communion 
Celebrated 

Sept 6, 20 

A Note  
from the 

Elders 

 

mailto:ChurchOffice@stpaulsdec.com?subject=Communion%20Set%20needed
mailto:michael@mcrae.net?subject=Galations%20Bible%20Study%20Zoom%20Link
mailto:michael@mcrae.net
https://www.facebook.com/groups/StPaulsDecatur.WomensGroup/
mailto:FeliciaS@StPaulsDec.com
mailto:FeliciaS@StPaulsDec.com


  
From the Desk of the DCE: 
 

Join us for “Children's Bible Time" posted on 
Sundays at 9:00am! To view content videos all you 
need to do is request to join the Facebook Group, 
go to  https://www.facebook.com/groups/

StPaulsDecatur.ChildrensGroup.Parents/ 
 

Here’s our Mission Project for this Fall! 
We can introduce an Indonesian 

classroom to the Savior! Indonesia has the 
world’s largest population of Muslims. Yet, 
the people pride themselves in diversity and 
even allow their public schools to teach 
about other religions.  

What an incredible opportunity God has 
placed before us! With our mission 
offerings, Christian teachers in Indonesia can 
give their students their very own Bible 
storybooks, Small Catechisms and 
workbooks, translated into the languages 
they speak. The books are theirs to take 
home and keep. In its pages, Indonesian 
children will read all about the one true 
God, who sent His Son, Jesus, to die for 
them, that they may one day live forever 
with Him in heaven. We can help – for just 
$5 per child! The Lutheran Heritage 
Foundation (LHF) is an LCMS recognized 
service organization that translates and 
publishes our good Lutheran books for people around the world.  

For every $5 we send to LHF, the organization can give a Bible 
storybook or Small Catechism to a waiting family in Indonesia. 
Thousands are waiting... how can you help?  

You can make donations to this mission project on St. Paul's 
website: https://bit.ly/3iLFGz6 

Go to the section titled "Special Giving" and designate your 
offering for "SS Mission Indonesia" 

We thank you for joining us on this mission to introduce 
children overseas to the love of Jesus! 

 Our fall session is in progress and we are off to a good start 
despite the “new normal” presented by the Pandemic. A year ago 
we could have never anticipated the excitement finding 
disinfectant spray, wipes, hand sanitizer, and masks can bring! 

Although we have a smaller group than usual, we  continue 
to  provide an excellent preschool education for children  as we 
shower them with the love of Jesus and teach them the skills 
needed to be  successful in life. 

September 7:  CLOSED for Labor Day 
September 9: Picture Day 
September 10: Grandparents Day 
September 24:    Pizza Day 
Every Thursday:  Chapel in the gym with Pastor and Mrs. Felicia 

Grandparents Day:   We are starting to make plans to honor our 
Grandparents/Special Friends In September.  Right now we are 
not sure what it will look like due to social restrictions.  This is an 
important celebration at Preschool, and we want to make sure we 
are able to celebrate in a safe manner!  Look in the October 
Epistle to see what we did!! 

THANK YOU to our janitors, Trustees, and others !!!!!   

We love you and appreciate you! 

IT TAKES A VILLAGE…….. 

Since March we have had many physical changes.  Our halls and 
some classrooms have been painted, carpets have been cleaned, 
and the front door has been painted thanks to our wonderful 
janitors.  They have also been doing their regular cleaning PLUS 
thorough disinfecting every night.  They have always done a good 
job, but lately they have gone above and beyond to help us stay 
as safe as possible. THANK YOU!! 

Thanks to Carol Morgan, Don Olson, Rich Maschke,  Leslie Parker 
(and anyone else I missed) for making and installing signage for 
the Preschool and KTT.  It all looks great and lets people know we 
are here and open for business. 

Thanks to the Trustees, Don, and others who have worked on 
various projects needed such as water drainage trenches, gutters, 
maintenance, etc..  They work behind the scenes to keep things 
working and running. 

We especially want to thank Don Olson, Cindy Todd, and Rich 
Maschke for the new storage cabinet going up where the Pepsi 
machines were.  They are going to be a great help!!! 

Most of all, thanks to all who keep this ministry in prayer. The 
prayers and support of our congregation enable us to continue to 
minister to children and their families. 

Please click here for Preschool pictures and happenings daily on 
their facebook page  

https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsdec.preschool. 

https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsdec.preschool/
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsdec.preschool


 
 

Sept 3 Beth Hellebrand 
Sept 3 Joan Pitts 
Sept 4 David Burrell 
Sept 4  Lucy Hutto 

Sept 4 Emma Nave 
Sept 5 Carrie Barragan 
Sept 6 Jodi Hays 
Sept 6  Luna Herrarte 
Sept 7  Faith Kretzschmar 
Sept 9 Darryl Mitchell 
Sept 12 Linda Morris 
Sept 13 Ashley Lawrence 
Sept 14 Jane Burrell 
Sept 14 Melinda Carlson 

Sept 14 Laura Frasher Tuttle 
Sept 14 Jennifer Kimmett 
Sept 14 Mike Redwanz 
Sept 14 Andrew Keaty 
Sept 15 Lamar Burch 
Sept 15 Mike Love 
Sept 18 Oliver Nave 
Sept 19   Jerry Alldredge 
Sept 19 Val Blaske 
Sept 19 Mitzi Reed 

Sept 4  Dean & Vanessa Byer 
Sept 4  Bruce & Pam Newton 
Sept 4  Heather & Carl Reardon 
Sept 5  Mike & Linda Holcomb 
Sept 7  Mike & Rebecca Widmar 
Sept 14 Rick & Helga Daniel 

Sept 19  Pedro & Emily Santaliz 
Sept 21  Jim & Marsha Disher 
Sept 23  Steve & Katrina Smith 
Sept 24  Roy & Joyce Weiland 
Sept 27  Craig & Melinda Baker 
Sept 29  David & Nancy Parr 

Sept 20 Dakota Bauer 
Sept 21 David Graham 
Sept 22 Nancy Neuendorf 
Sept 22 Don Riley 
Sept 24 Bill Darwin 
Sept 24 Debra Smitherman 
Sept 25 Gail Pisani 
Sept 25  Joel Stephens 
Sept 26 Tonya Herda 

 Current Loan  
Balance:  $277,981 

The Payroll 
Protection Program 
loan, which will be 
forgiven, has been a 
blessing to enable us 
to maintain all staff 
through March, 
April, & May with no 
Preschool tuition 
income for almost 8 
weeks, and to help 
us through our 
Giving Shortfall from 
Jan-July. However, 
PPP funds have run 
out in July and completely applied; Fall Preschool began on 
August 12 with tuition once again supporting its payroll and 
expenses. 
 

In spite of the evils of this pandemic, we have been blessed 
with generous givers stepping up and faithfully supporting      
St. Paul’s with FirstFruits Giving alongside the PPP loan funds.   
 

Therefore,  
our goals to minimize the economic impact of COVID-19 are: 

• for the congregation to increase its giving to meet our Giving 
Goal by the end of the year and overcome the shortfall of 
$38,397 in Giving, and  

• for the Preschool to operate within the Financial Plan for 
Income and Expenses to remain a viable ministry. 

Financial Plan Activity thru August 29, 2020 estimated 
YTD FirstFruits Giving: 
YTD Total Expenses:
Plan Shortage YTD       $  62,141  
w/ $110,247 PPP funds applied: 
 

Group Meeting Dates: 
 

LWML meets Monday, Sept 14 11:00am  
in the Fellowship Room— arrive at 10:30 for 
social time! 

 

Elders meet Tuesday, Sept 1 at 6:30pm by Zoom 

Education Team  meets Tuesday, Sept 8 at 6:00 pm by Zoom 

Vestry meets Tuesday, Sept 8 at 7:00pm by Zoom 

AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM 
2:30pm - 6:00pm  
 

Ages 5-13 as of September 1 
 

Cost:  $35 / week 
 

We are currently taking registrations for Afterschool Care.  
Inquire Today!  Contact Charlotte Bradley at (256) 666-8601.  
 

Afterschool Program includes daily homework time & homework 
help, tutoring, snack, and activities, as well as  weekly God's Place 
Chapel on Wednesdays at 4 pm. 
 

Transportation is available from school to St Paul's.  
  

Volunteer Opportunities include  Van Driving & Homework Help! 
 

Thank you to EVERYONE who supported the Swamp John’s 
Fundraiser! 

Outreach Project  
during the Pandemic 

 

Please help to keep  
 the Blessing Box stocked by placing  

non-perishable items in the Blessing Box  
or in the collection box under the Portico 

at the Sanctuary entrance.   
 

We are blessing our neighbors  
one can at a time! 


